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T/je  fhamefu/  Difcipline  of  the 
Schools  exposed '^  or,  Whip- 
pings an  improper  Punijh- 
ment  for  Touthy  Sec. 


In  a  Letter  to  School-mafters  in  general. 


Gentlemen, 

H  O  U  L  D  the  Reports  of  fome 
lace  extraordinary  Proceedings  at 
a  famous  piiblick  School  in  Lcn- 
don,  which  have  reached  this 
Place,  prove  true;  and  at  pre- 
fent,  we  have  noReafon  but  to 
believe  that  they  will,  it  would 
be  far  from  Matter  of  Surprize  to  any  of  us  here  ; 
who  are  but  too  well  acquainted  with  the  ugly 
Caufes  which  have  before  now  given  rife  to  a 
fimilar  Condufc  among  the^young  Gentlemen  who 
were  under  Tuition  in  our  Town. 

As  Tyranny  in  the  Stare,  where  a  Love  of  Li- 
berry  prevails,  will  always  create  the  Peoples 
Hatred  and  Oppofuion  of  the  Tyrant ;  fo  it  is  as 
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naturally  to  be  expefted,  that  a  too  fevere  Ufage, 
in  a  fubordinace  Station,  will  occafion  the  Abhor- 
rence ;  and  procure,  if  in  the  Power  of  the  ag- 
grieved, the  Chaftifement  of  thofe,  who  by  an 
undue  Exercife  of  their  Power,  abufe  the  Trull 
committed  to  them ',  infult  thofe  whom  they  were 
appointed  to  ferve  ;  and  by  their  unjuftifiable  Se- 
verity, and  an  unfuitable  indecent  Treatment, 
render  themfelves  the.  Objeds  of  Refentment  and 
Deteftation  ;  when  'tis  wholly  their  own  Faults 
that  they  are  not  that  of  a  conftant  Efteem  and 
Veneration. 

Perfons  of  this  Caft  have  been  the  Produce  of 
every  Age ;  but  there  never  was,  perhaps,  a  Pe- 
riod, in  which  there  was  more  Caufe  to  com- 
plain of  their  Number,  and  the  Exorbitancy  of 
their  Condud  among  our  felves,  in  one  peculiar 
{ituation  of  Life,  efpecially,  than  at  prefent. 

*Tis  certainly  then  high  Time  to  attempt  a  Re- 
formation ,  and  fuch  a  Change  of  Manners,  upon 
this  Score,  as  (hall  not  only  effed  the  Age  we  live 
in,  but  influence  Pofterity. 

Could  I  any  way  contribute  to  the  Furtherance 
of  fuch  valuable  Purpofes,  I  (hould  think  my 
Time  and  Pen  well  employed  ',  and  therefore  I 
(hall  make  no  other  Apology  for  giving  you  this 
Trouble,  and  thus  far  interefting  of  you,  with- 
out your  Knowledge  or  Permiffion,  in  an  Attempt 
of  publick  Good,  but  that  it  was  folely  with  a 
View  to  that,  I  enter'd  upon  it. 

And  as  it  always  has  been  my  Opinion,  that 
general  Reformations  are  fooneft  and  beft  erfeded, 
by  inveighing  againft  the  Evil  of  the  Pradice, 
than  by  expoling,  more  than  is  abfolutely  necejfaryy 
the  Perfons  guilty  of  it,  fo  I  perfuade  myfelf, 
you  win  find  that  I  have  been  wholly  regulated 
by  this  Sentin-ient,  through  all  the  Pages  of  tlie  fol- 
lowing Sheets. 
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The  Evil  I  have  to  complain  of  is  too  well  knowri^ 
and  has  been  by  Multitudes  too  fmartly  felt,  to 
admit  of  any  doubt  of  its  prevailing  among  us  3 
it  has  (hewn  it  felf  in  many  difagreeable  Confe- 
quences  ;  and  in  feme  fatal  ones  ;  and  is  of  fo  per- 
nicious a  Nature,  that  it  is  not  poflible  but  that 
one  of  thefe  muft  always  be  the  Confequence  of 
it. 

Want  of  Judgment  firft  brought  it  into  Prac- 
tice ;  and  a  continued  Ufe  has  encreafed  its 
Growth,  fpread  it  over  the  Kingdom ;  and,  in 
fhort,  carried  it  to  the  Ihameful  and  enormous 
Extremity  we  find  it  arrived  at. 

But  before  I  more  fully  explain  myfelf,  than  I 
have  done  in  the  Title-Page,  allow  me  to  pre- 
mife,  that  the  Reformation  aimed  at,  never  was 
attempted  in  fo  publick  a  Manner  before  j  or  ever 
was  there  fo  much  want  of  it,  as  in  the  prefent 
Day  ;  the  bad  Behaviour  of  fome  Perfons,  and 
their  brutifh  Treatment  of  Youth  under  their  Care, 
never  having  prevailed  in  the  Times  of  our  Fore- 
fathers, equal  to  the  Vogue  we  have  found  thefe 
to  be  in  hnce  ;  I  therefore  flatter  myfelf  that 
an  Artempc  only  to  fupprefs  the  baneful  un- 
manly Behaviour  of  thofe  petty  Tyrants  among 
us,  who  are  too  much  fway'd  by  Paffion,  or  in- 
fluenced by  Vice,  will  meet  the  thorough  Appro- 
bati(,n  of  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Perfons  in 
the  Kingdom,  but  thofe  who  indulge  themfelves  in 
a  Praaice  which  is  unworthy  of  them  as  Men,  and 
fcandalous  in  them  as  Mailers. 

And  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  after  this  genera! 
Reprehenflon,  whoever  fliall  be  found  to  continue 
in  the  Exercife  of  the  Enormity  here  exploded 
and  condemned,  will  be  look'd  upon  as  a  Perion 
who  delights  in  it,  from  Motives  too  vile  and 
criminal  to  be  mentionM ;  and  treated  by  all  Man- 
kind, (wd  IFoTnankind  too,  accordingly. 
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I  hope,  Gentlemen,  that  if  you  think  me  tao 
warm,  in  thefe  Expreflions,  or  in  any  other,  I 
may  make  ufe  of  in  the  Courfe  of  thefe  Papers, 
you'll  treat  me  with  your  ufual  Tendernefs,  and 
look  upon  them  as  extorted  from  me  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  Subjed:  I  am  upon,  rather  than  any 
Inclination  to  (hew  more  than  a  proper  Refens- 
ment  of  an  Abufe,  which  cannot  be  too  harfh- 
ly  dealt  with,  and  which  has  called  fo  long,  and  fo 
loudly,    for  Redrefs. 

The  Education  of  Youth,  is,  by  univerfal  Con- 
fent,  allowed  to  be  a  Matter  of  the  utmoft  Weight 
and  Importance  ;  no  Care  can  be  more  than  equal 
to  it;  the  greateft  Circumfpedion  ought  to  be 
ufed,  and  the  wifeft  Methods  purfued  for  attain- 
ing the  valuable  Ends  propofed  by  the  Parent, 
when  he  puts  his  Child  into  the  Hands  of  him 
who  is  to  cultivate  his  young  Mind ;  form  him 
for  the  World,  and  fit  him  for  that  Station  in 
Life,  which  the  Providence  of  God  has  given  him 
the  Profped:  of  ading  in. 

Now,  if  through  any  Negled,  if  through  Folly, 
want  of  Capacity  or  Knowledge  ;  if  through  any 
weak  or  wicked  Meafures,  thefe  valuable  Inten- 
tions of  the  Parent  are  fruftrated,  by  the  Perfon 
under  whofe  Eye  he  is  placed,  the  Damage  is  per- 
haps irrepairable,  and  the  Confequences  are  often 
too  fhockin^  to  be  defcribed  ;  a  young  Gentle- 
man becomes  unhappy,  through  a  wrong  Caft  of 
Mind,  occalion'd  by  ill  Ufage  at  School ;  he 
becomes  loll  to  tiie  World  ,•  is  unhappy  himfelf, 
/  fay,  through  the  Remainder  of  his  Days  ;  his 
J?riends  and  Relations  become  afham'd  of  him, 
becaufe  by  his  Condud  he  becomes  a  Shame  to 
them ;  who,  if  he  had  been  managed  through  his 
Non-age  and  Time  of  Inflrudion,  in  a  Manner  fuit- 
able  to  a  generous  Way  of  Thinking,  his  Temper 
and^ Capacity  confuked  as  ic  ought  to  have  been, 
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and  himfelf  in  general,  behaved  to,  in  a  way 
which  fliould  have  made  him  in  love,  rather  than 
afraid  of  Learning,  might  have  prov'd  valu- 
able in  Society,  the  Honour  of  his  Family, 
and  a  moft  worthy  ufeful  Member  of  the  Com- 
munity. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  as  I  do  not  apprehend  that? 
there  is  any  Article  in  the  Whole  of  the  School- 
mafter's  Condu(5t,  fo  much  to  be  complained  of, 
in  the  prefent  Day,  as  the  Degree  and  fort  of 
Punilhment  which  too  much  prevails  in  our  pub- 
lick  Schools  j  or  any  Part  of  their  Pradice  fo  per- 
nicious and  deflru(5tive  to  Youth  as  this,  in  the 
largeft  Seminaries  of  Literature  we  have  in  the 
Nation,  the  Univerjities  excepted^  it  calfs,  in  my 
humble  Opinion,  more  immediately  for  the  At- 
tention of  the  Pui>!ick,  and  a  thorough  Reforma- 
tion ;  and  for  that  Reafon  alone  I  (liall  confine 
my  felf  to  the  Confideration  of  this  Topick  only  ; 
in  hopes  that  a  (hort  Hiftory  of  what  has  hap- 
pen'd,  and  a  juft  Reprefentation  of  what  may  be 
expeded  to  happen,  whilft  fuch  (hocking  Be- 
haviour tovvardi,  young  Gentlemen  is  allowed  of, 
may  produce  the  agreeable  and  beneficial  Changes 
which  I  am  perfuaded  has  many  Years  been  the 
Wifh  of  moft  Men  of  Senfe  and  Underftandinjj 
in  the  Kingdom. 

I  need  not  fay,  that  it  would  have  been  vtry 
agreeable  to  thoie  who  have  felt  the  Weight  of 
fuch  Cruelties  and  ill-judg'd  Punifhmenrs,  that 
they  had  never  been  admitted  into  Schools ;  and 
I  dare  anfwer  for  ic,  that  thofe  who  live  under  the 
terrible  Appreheniions  of  the  like  Treatment, 
would  univerfally  rejoice  that  a  Way  could  be 
found  to  put  them  out  of  the  Power  of  fucli 
a  di (ingenuous  ignominious  manner  of  Correc- 
tion. 

And 
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And  really,  Gentlemen,  I  cannot  but  be  apt 
to  imagine  that  this  might  be  eafily  enough  done ; 
and  to  the  Mutaul  Sacisfaftion,  fome  few  excepted, 
of  Matters,  as  well  as  Scholars :  Let  us  then  try 
if  this  fo  much  wifh'd  for  Reformation  may  not 
be  brought  about,  by  the  Afllftance  of  a  few 
Reafonsin  its  Favour;  and  a  right  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  Grievance  complain'd  of. 

There  will  not  certainly  be  any  Perfon  found  fo 
weak  as  to  believe  that   I    am  attempting,   here, 
to  banifli  all  manner  of  Punifhment  and  Methods 
of  Corredion  out  of    the  Schools  ;  which   would 
be  the  heighth  of  Abfurdity  to  think  of  doing; 
no  Gentlemen,  my    whole  Aim  is,   to   perfuade 
you,  if  I  could,    that  your  ways  of  Chaftifement 
are  often    very    unfeamly   and  improper  ;    that 
they  do  Youth  in  general,    infinitely  more  harm 
than  good  ;  and  to  prevail  upon  you,  if  pofllble,  to 
fuit  thefe,  for   the  future,    to  the  Ages  of  your 
Scholars,  as   that  they  may  anfwer  the  valuable 
Purpofes    of  your   being    allow'd  to    give    them 
any  Correftion  at  all. 

The  Rod  may,  indeed,  be  of  Service  if  us*d 
with  Dii'cretion,  to  a  little  Boy,  a  Child  ;  while  it 
may  frighten  and  keep  in  awe  ;  it  may  be  a  very 
proper  Puniflnmenr  for  fuch  a  one,  adequate  to  his 
"Neglects  and  Faults  ;  and  put  him  upon  that  At- 
tention to  his  Book,  when  he  ftood  in  need  of 
fome  harflner  Treatment,  than  mere  Reproof  or 
Perfuafion,  to  engage  him  to  it  ;  and  whilft  he  is 
more  uneafy  at  the  Smart  he  feels,  than  athamed 
of  the  Manner  in  which  it  is  inflidedon  him,  no 
better  Means  can  be  us*d  for  the  obliging  him 
to  his  Duty  ;  he  grows  wifer  and  better  by 
fuch  a  Method  of  Corredion  whilft  if  has 
this  Eflfeft  upon  his  Mind  ;  and  whilft  this 
FunifVin-ent  is  fuited  in  Degree  to  the  Na- 
ture of    his  paft   Faults  and  Omilfions,    'tis  the 
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moft  likely  to  keep  him  to  his  Duty,  and  deter 
him  from  future  Ones. 

The'  there  may  be  Exceptions  even  to  this  ; 
fome  Children,  but  even  of  ten  Years  Old,  are  not 
to  be  manag'd  by  Blows,  or  lafhed  into  Obedi- 
ence or  Compliance  with  the  Will  of  a  Malkr  ; 
Reproof,  and  Perfuafion,  will  have  a  much  ftronger 
Effect  upon  their  tender  Minds  j  and  a  kind  Word 
do  them  much  more  Good  than  any  fort  of  Punifh- 
ment,  which  they  may  be  lubjefted  to  ;  iiow  well 
would  it  be  for  many  Matters  to  confider  this ;  and 
fo  to  ftudy  the  Temper  and  Difpofition  of  Chil- 
dren under  their  Care,  as  that  they  may  regulate 
their  Deportment  to  them  in  a  Manner  that  may 
anfwer  beft  the  Hopes  and  Expectations  of  thofe 
Parents  who  have  fubftituted  them  in  their  Places 
for  the  Improvement  and  Inftruftion  of  their 
Youth  :  Inftead  of  which,  and  very  much  it  is  to 
be  lamented  that  it  is  fo,  there  are  too  many  who 
feem  to  place  their  whole  Art  of  Difcipline  in 
the  Rod  ;  and  think  that  a  Child  may  be  lafl-ied 
into  any  thing;  fo  that  one  would  be  apt  to  ima- 
gine, by  their  Condud,  that  they  depended  for 
Succefs  in  their  Education  wholly  upon  the  Con- 
ftfint  Severity  of  a  Matter's  Hand;  and  their 
having  this  Implement  of  Difcipline  concinualiy 
in  View. 

But  fo  fadly,  Gentlemen,  have  fuch  ill-judging 
Mafters  been  miltaken,  and  wrong  in  their  Ma- 
nagement, that  they  have  dettroy'd  the  very  De- 
fign  of  Corredion,  by  the  immoderate  Ufe  of  it; 
and  often  fpoird  theChild  it  was  intended  to  amend; 
who  by  being  innur'd  to  the  daily  Weight  of 
the  Matter's  Hand,  has  become  hardened  againft 
the  Force  of  his  Commands,  becaufe  at  lengthy 
fearlefs  of  the  Confequences  of  breaking  them  ; 
who,  of  Courfe,  negieding  his  Learning,  is 
looked  upon  and   treated  as  incorrigible  j    and  at 
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lafl:  tiJrns  out  Illiterate  and  a  Blockhead :  Thus 
has  many  a  Parent  been  difappoinced,  and  many 
a  Child  been  ruin'd,  when  neither  one  or  the 
otcher  had  happened,  had  he  been  apply'd  to,  by 
thofe  who  had  the  Charge  of  his  Education,  in 
milder  Terms,  been  allowed  more  Encouragement, 
and  to  have  felt  lefs  of  that  Aufterity  in  his 
Matter's  Temper,  which  prov'd  the  Ruin  of 
his. 

Halving  lightly  touched  upon  this  part  of  the 
Matter's  Condud,  I  now  pafs  to  the  more  material 
Part  of  my  Defign  ;  and  enter  upon  the  Confider- 
ation  of  this  Pimittiment  by  the  Rod,  as  it  dif- 
plays  itfelf  to  us  in  much  more  hedious  Forms 
than  any  I  have  yet  defcribed. 

And  here  give  me  leave  to  appeal  to  your- 
felves,  Gentlemen ;  1  am  perlwaded  I  could 
not  find  better  Judges  of  the  Cafe,  than  I  could 
pitch  upon  from  among  your  Number,  was  I  to 
ieaych  the  Nation  thro':  Permit  me  then  to  ask 
you,  is  Whipping  a  fuitable  Punittiment  for  a 
hail  lufty  young  Fellow  of  fixteen,  i'eventeen, 
perhaps  eighteen  Years  o£  Age;  is  it  feemly  for 
yourfelves  to  fee  fuch  a  one  expofed  in  that 
(hocking  Manner,  efpecially,  they  often  are  ex- 
pofed to  your  own,  and  the  View  of  the  whole 
in  School  ;  can  any  thing  be  more  alarming  to  his 
own  Mind  than  for  him  to  refled:  upon  fuch 
ignominious  Treatment  of  him,  who  his  jutt  ready 
to  enter  upon  the  Stage  of  Adion,  and  come 
abroad  in  the  World;  has  commenced  Man  ;  and 
has  immediate  Views  perhaps,  of  becoming  the 
Matter  of  a  Family  himfelf  ;  or  going  diredly 
into  the  Service  of  his  King  and  Country  ?  Can 
he  bear  the  Refleftion  of  fuch  degradingsof  him; 
fuch  depreciating  Ufage  ;  the  making  him  a  Spec 
tacle  of  Scorn  and  Contempt;  and  the  fixing  ot 
him,    as   it  were,    with   a    Caufe   for  Reproach 
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and  Ridicule  through  Life,  without  the  utmoft 
Indignation,  and  the  ftrongeft  Refentment. 

'Twill  hardly  be  believ  d,  and  yet  a  Multitude 
of  Inftances  could  be  brought  to  prove  the  Truth 
of  it,  that  young  Gentlemen,  of  rhe  Ages  above- 
mention'dj  even  of  Family  and  Fortune,  for  they 
have  been  ferved  in  this  vile  Manner  without  Ex- 
ception, have  been  tied,  as  it  were,  Neck  and 
Heels,  their  Hands  and  Feet  almoft  meeting, 
llrap'd  down  to  the  Floor ;  whilft  their  naked- 
nefs,  mounted  up»  has  fufFer*d,  in  the  View  of 
Hundreds,  the  unmaning  Difcipline  of  the  Birch. 

And  this  has  been  the  Treatment  many  have 
been  fubjeded  to,  and  even  to  an  Excefs  of  Se- 
verity for  feveral  Years  together ;  and  others,  who 
though  the  manner  of  executing  the  Matter's  Re- 
fentments  may  not  have  exaftly  tally *d  with  this, 
have  undergone  a  long  Series  of  auftere  Ufage, 
which  being  weekly,  almoft  daily  repeated,  has 
been  attended  fometimes,  and  indeed  oftner  than 
otherwife,  with  the  worft  of  Confequences. 

It  fares  with  a  Youth  thus  ^ufed,  very  often  as 
it  does  with  a  young  Creature  fent  to  the  Houfe 
of  Corredion  ;  the  Method  taken  for  their  Amend- 
ment, makes  them  worfe  i  by  being  thus  expos'd 
to  Shame,  they  lofe  all  Senfe  of  Shame,  and  grow 
abandoned. 

Certainly,  Gentlemen,  there  are  other  Methods 
to  be  praftifed  with  thefe  young  Men,  as  they 
may  very  well  be  called,  which  would  be  more  be- 
coming in  you,  and  much  more  proper  for,  and 
ufeful  to  them,  than  this  "infamous  way  of  Flog- 
ing,  fo  juftly  complained  of,  and  which,  fome  who 
have  delighted  in  it  moft,  have  nor  wholly  efcaped 
the  Cenfure  of  the  World  upon  that  Account. 

There  have  not  been  wanting  thofe,  who  have 
fuggefted,  that  fome  of  thefe  flogging  Mafters 
have  never  fail'd,   tho*  upon  tl^p  flighteft  Occa- 
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fions,  to  have  fecourfe  to  this  ungenerous  Ufage 
of  a  Youth>  efpecially  if  he  happened  to  be  a 
lufty  Lad;' and  that  it  has  been  obferved,  that 
fuch  as  were  fo,  have  been  oftnefs  obliged  ro  fub- 
mit  to  this  Operation  ;  whilft  with  Teeming  Sa- 
tisfadion  he  has  viewed  them  in  the  Pofture  they 
were  placed  in,  to  undergo  it:  Of  Perlbnsof  this 
Caft  of  Mind  we  need  not  be  furprized  to  hear  of 
fhameful  Proceedings ;  and  there  can  be  but  fmall 
hopes  conceived'  of  their  readily  coming  into  the 
redifying  of  Abiifes,  how  much  foever  complained 
of,  which  they  take  fuch  a  criminal  Plealure  in 
carrying  on  ;  but  as  I  hope  the  Number  of  thefe, 
\{  any,  is  too  inconfiderable  to  occafion  a  general 
Concern,  I  do  but  juft  mention  it,  as  a  Suggeftion, 
rather  than  a  ReaHty,  which  their  own  ill  Con- 
duft  gave  rife  to. 

And  indeed,  ivas  fuch  an  Opinion  to  prevail  to 
the  Difadvantage  of  any  Man  who  calls  himfelf 
a  School-Mafter,  he  would,  I  think  be  foon  dif- 
covered,  as  the  Confequence  would  be  eafily 
forefeen  which  much  be  his  undoing ;  for  one 
would  hardly  find  a  Parent  in  the  Kingdom,  who 
would  truft  a  Child  witii  him  for  Education, 
who  would  give  the  Son  Pain,  to  give  himfelf 
Pleafure,  and  prefer,  as  fuch  Wretches  do,  the 
fatisfying  his  own  vicious  Inclinations,  to  a  due 
Tendernefs  for  his  Scholars,  and  a  becoming  Re- 
gard for  his  own  manner  of  Behaviour  towards 
them. 

Tho',  was  the  Notioni  only  to  prevail,  that  thofe 
who  (hould  hereafter  give  into  this  egregious 
Exercife  of  the  Rod  upon  Youths,  unfit  for  its 
being  exercifed  upon,  that  they  countenanced  a 
very  criminal  Goiic,  and  cloaked  their  Vice  with 
the  Pretence  of  necefTary  Corredion,  I  (hould  not 
doubt  but  of  living  to  fee  Birch  expelled  our 
Schools;    at  leaft,  a  much  more  amiable  Carriage 
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towards  young  Gentlemen,  in  genera],  than  that, 
which  to  their  great  Fatigue  of  Mind, and  of  Courfe 
to  the  incapacitating  of  them  for  Learning ;  they 
have  long,  much  too  kng^  been  forced  to  iubmic 
to. 

But  as  this  is  a  Part  which  cannot,  'tis  hoped, 
efted  any  confiderable  Perfon  in  the  prefent  Age, 
or  it  may  be  wifbed  will  do  fo,  in  fucceedingones, 
I  drop  a  Point  which  won't  bear  a  farther  Dif- 
cuffion,  concerned  that  there  ever  was  any  occa- 
{ion  to  mention  it  all :  This  rigorous  Treatment 
of  Youth  has  been  produdive  of  very  dire fiU 
Conlequences;  and  it  might  be  difficult,  very  diffi- 
cult, to  prove  that  it  ever  produced  any  §00(^1 
ones.  Dr.  Busby  is  the  Perfon  quoted  indeed,  i^ 
Contradidion  to  this,  as  haying  brought  up  many 
great  and  valuable  Men,  who  were  Ornaments 
to  their  Country,  diftinguiflied  for  their  Learn- 
ing ;  (hone  in  the  Senate,  and  in  our  Courts  of 
Juftice  ;  and  made  a  Figure  in  the  higheft  Stations, 
both  in  Church  and  State;  all  of  whom  felt  the 
utmoft  Severity  that  his  Tyrant  Hand  could  in^- 
flict ;  and  no  wonder  tiiat  he  did  turn  fuch  a 
Number  of  thefe  into  the  World,  coniidering 
how  great  the  Number  was  he  had  the  Education 
of,'  'cis  no  Surprize  to  us  at  all,  that  Perfons  of 
tlieir  Capacity,  and  fine  Parts,  were  capable  of 
furmounting  all  the  Difficulties  and  Obftrudions 
the  Terror  of  his  Behaviour  towards  them,  could 
throw  in  the  way  of  thofe  excellent  Acquirements 
they  became  matters  of ;  thefe  were  Youths  of  that 
Genius,  which  was  not,  or  ever  is  to  be  fpoil'd  ;  and 
Q_uack-like,  a  boaft  is  made  of  one  Cure,  when  a 
Hundred  killings  are  induftrioufly  conceaTd,  and 
bury*d  in  Oblivion.  Thus  is  it  .with  relation  to 
whipping  Busby  or  the  whipping  Dodor,  as  he 
was  often  called,  to  juftify  the  like  Pradice  in 
th6fe  who  delight  in  the  mean  unmanly  Exerc'ie 
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of  his  Cruelties,  that  the  Doftor  turn'd  out  Intd 
the  World  thofe  famous  illuftrious  Men,  feveral 
of  whom  proved  an  Honour  to  him,  as  they  would 
infinuate,  as  well  as  to  their  Country  ;  but  while 
this  is  rung  in  our  Ears,  we  hear  nothing  of  the 
many  Hundreds,  perhaps  Thoufands  which  his  ill- 
judged  Severities  ruin*d.  *Tis  notorious  that  he 
had  but  one  Method  of  dealing  with  them  all  ,• 
and  not  any  thing  can  be  more  certain,  from  the 
Experience  of  all  Ages,  than  that  Youth  are  to 
be  treated  in  different  Manners,  and  fuitable  to 
their  Difpofitions  and  Capacities,  in  order  to 
Tender  their  tender  Minds  fufceptable  of  fuitable 
Inftruftions,  and  engage  them  to  take  to  that 
Learning,  which  if  they  were  not  rightly  apply'd 
to,  they  would  be  wholly  incapable  of  attaining. 

The  falfe  Notions  which  have  prevailed,  and 
very  falfe  Notions  they  are,  that  Dr.  Busby  s  Ex- 
traordinary auftere  carriage  towards  his  Scholars, 
was  more  effedual,  and  anfwer'd  better  than  that 
of  any  of  his  Coremporaries,  for  in  his  own  Day 
he  was  without  an  Imitator^  has,  I  doubt  not.  Gen- 
tlemen, been  the  Principal  Motive  to  many  in  his 
Situation  in  Life,  fince  to  Copy  after  him  ;  and 
introduce  that  terrible  Part  of  his  Condud  into 
their  Behaviour,  which  many  a  Boy  has  fmarted 
for,  and  been  ruin*d  by,  in  our  own,  and  pre- 
ceeding  Times;  and  for  which,  and  they  have  no 
Reafon  hut  to  expeEi  the  like,  Dr-  Busby  was  hated 
and  curfed  to  his  dying  Day,  by  fome  Gentlemen 
of  Fortune^  and  by  many  who  had  arrived  to  greater 
Degrees  of  Knowledge,and  been  better  fitted  to  have 
made  a  Figure  in  the  World  than  they  afterwards 
found,  fell  to  their  Share  in  either  Cafe,  had 
they  been  fuitably  dealt  with  in  their  Younger 
Days  ;  and  their  School  Education,  by  good  Vfage, 
n^ade  eligible  and  agreeable  to  them. 


(n) 

I  could  fill  many  Pages,  and  would,  did  I  think 
that  my  doing  fo  would  be  of  general  Service, 
with  particular  Accounts  both  of  the  unhappy 
and  of  the  fatal  Accidents  which  have  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  Barbarity,  or  rather  the  Brutaliry 
of  fuch  unwarrantable  inhuman  Scourgers  of 
Youth  ;  who  feem  to'  have  had  a  Satisfaction  pe- 
culiar to  themfelves,  in  feeing  a  Boy  in  Agonies, 
and  lie  wrigling  under  the  Strokes  of  their  tor^ 
turing  Hands. 

The  Cities  of  London  ?iv\d  IVeftminjler  have  been 
Witnefl'es  to  two  horrid  Muixiers  upon  this  Ac- 
count ;  and  conlidering  how  much  the  favage 
Treatment  of  Youth  has  prevailed  at  the  pub- 
iick  Schools,  efpecially,  in  many  Part  of  the  King- 
dom, 'tis  rather  a  Surprize  than  otherwife,  that 
we  have  not  had  many  more  Inftances  of  the 
like  Nature  to  ftain  the  Annals  of  Britain. 

In  London^  a  Boy  dy'd  by  the  undue  Corredioti 
of  a  niercilefs  School-mafter ;  being  whipt  to 
Death :  His  Fault  was  but  a  trifling  one ;  buc 
fome  little  Accidents  in  his  Behaviour,  whilft  un- 
der Corredion,  irritated  the  paflionate  Man  to 
fuch  a  (hocking  degree  of  Extremity,  that  he  be- 
came his  Murderer:  In  Weflminfier  was  a  different 
Scene,  there  the  Mafter  had  like  to  have  fallen 
by  the  Hands  of  his  long  ill-us'd  and  much 
abiifed  Pupil  :  This  was  a  Young  Gentleman 
of  Spirit,  and  of  ftrong  Refencmencs,  who  h.id 
fuffered  for  Years  by,  what  he  thought,  a  noc 
to  be  forgiving  Treatment  of  him  ;  and  was  de- 
termined to  take  a  bloody  Revenge  of  the  Perfon, 
who  had  fo  often  caufelefly  drawn  Blood  of  him;, 
and  this  his  dreadful  Refolve  he  at  laft  carried 
into  Execution,  tho'  otherwife  than  he  dedgn'd  s 
for  an  innocent  Perfon  fell  by  his  Hand;  whom 
he  pcirc'd  with  the  Dagger,  whicli  he  had  pre- 
pared  for  him  he  had  received  xh'i  Injur/  from  ; 
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The  incenfed  Young  Gentleman  was  determined  to 
be  revenged  ;  he  kept  his  Refentments  alive ;  and 
watched  in  the  Cloifters  of  Weftminfter- Abbey  cvtry 
Night,  for  feveral  Weeks  together,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  his  cruel  Matter  ;  when  in  the  Dusk 
of  an  Evening,  the  unfortunate  Perfon  came 
al  )ng,  whom  he  took  for  the  other,  he  being  in  a 
Clergyman's  Habit  and  like  him  to  Appearance, 
and  fiabb'd  him  to  the  Heart  :  And  thus  he  met 
his  Death,  who  did  not  deferve  it,  at  the  Hand 
who  gave  it,  whilft  the  Perfon  who  was  the 
Objeft  of  this  Gentleman's  Deteftationefcap'd* 

And  tho'Aifafrmation  is  certainly  an  unpardona- 
ble length,  and  fuch  as  no  Man  fhould  run,  lee 
the  Injury  which  excites  him  to  it  be  of  the  moft 
heinous,  aggrevating  Nature,  that  'tis  polTible  for 
the  Mind  of  Man  to  form  an  Idea  of;  but  allow- 
ing fo  bad,  and  fo  bafe  a  Method  of  Retaliation, 
or  rather  of  Revenge,  to  be  entirely  out  of  the 
Qiieftion,  there  is  no  other  Method  of  Refentment 
in  Practice  amongft  Mankind,  which  we  ought  to 
wonder  at  being  put  in  force,  confidering  theUi'age 
received  ;  and  the  1  empers  of  many  who  have 
been  incens'd  and  injured    by  fuch  Ufage. 

Many  more  of  thele  melancholy  Inftances  might 
be  given,  where  the  Life  of  the  School-mafter  has 
paid  for  the  mifufe  of  his  Authority  :  and  chc 
Churlifhnefs  and  Severity  he  has  behaved  with  to 
thofe,  whom  he  ought  to  have  treated  with  great 
Good-nature  and  Tendernefs,  but  this  one  being 
fufficient  to  (hew  to  what  an  Extremity  a  Young 
Gentleman's  Refentment  has  been  carried,  and 
may  \  tho*  God  forbid  it  ever  Ihou'd  be  carried 
again,  I  produce  no  more;  tho',  as  I  faid,  many 
are  in  my  Power  to  produce ;  and  even  thefe 
would  be  but  few  compared  with  the  Numbers, 
who  have  never  forgot  or  forgiven  their  Treatment 
at  School,  bu;  have  always  abhorr'd  thofe,  irom 
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whom  they  received  it  j  done  them  every  Injury 
in  their  Power;  and  follow'd  them  thro'  Life 
with  Reproaches. 

'Tis  a  well  known  Truth  of  that  great  Man, 
the  late  Lord  Chancellor  Coiy/'£'r,  that  to  his  dying 
D;iy  he  hated  to  hear  the  Name  of  Dr.  Busby 
mentioned  ;  and  often  declared,  that  even  to  the 
Time  almoil:  of  his  becoming  Lord  High  Chancellor 
of  Great  Britain,  he  had  a  Sort  of  Terror  upon 
his  Mind 5  whenever  any  Perfon  (poke  to  him 
of  the  Dodor  ;  fuch  ftrong  ImprefTions  had  the 
Sev^erity  of  the  Doftor's  Ufuage  of  him  when  ac 
School,  made  upon  him,  and  his  Lordfliip  could 
fcarcely  be  faid  thoroughly  to  have  got  the  better 
of  them  to  the  laft. 

This  wrong-headed  Notion  of  the  Dodor's  was 
fome  few  Years  copy'd  after  by  a  Profellbr  of 
Humanity  in  one  of  the  Univerfiries  in  Scotland; 
who  took  it  into  his  Head  it  feems  that  to  be 
eternally  Whipping  and  Flogging  his  Pupils  was 
the  only  way  to  make  Scholars  of  them  j  and  he 
laid  about  him  without  Difcretion  or  Mercy, 
and  as  the  fame  Caufes  will  alway  produce  the 
fame  Effeds,  fo  it  was  with  him  ;  like  Doftor 
Busby  he  made  fome  Scholars,  who  turned  out 
great  Men  \  but  ruin'd  many  more ;  and  like 
him  too  was  hated  and  curfed  by  Hundreds,  who 
never  vv.ould  put  a  Child  of  their  own  under  his 
Care,  as  long   as  rhey  lived. 

Several  of  thefe  Abufers  of  Youth  have  met 
with  Perfonal  Correction  for  it  themfelves  after- 
wards, and  been  Horfe  whipt,  caned,  and  fome- 
times  flogg'd,  for  their  unreafonable  Severity  to 
a  Young  Gentleman  whilft  at  School  j  and  tho' 
it  may  not  have  been  in  the  Power,  or  Inclina- 
tion of  others,  to  (hew  their  Refentment  of  bad 
Ufage  paft  by  any  of  thefe  Methods,  yet  I  am 
perfwaded,  Gentlemen,  it  would  be  no  fmall  Di- 
fficulty 
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ficulcy  to  produce  a  (ingle  Inflapce  of  a  School- 
ma^cr  of  ;  his  Vinhappy  Turn  of  Mind,  but  who 
becomes  thorouglily  detefted  by  thofe,  whom  he 
has  ufed  ill,  ever  after. 

And  this  muft  certainly.  Gentlemen,  be  a  Situa- 
tion which  no  Men  of  Senfe  one  (bould  imagine 
would  willingly  bring  themfelves  into  ;  efpecially 
when  'ris  fo  eafy,  and  fo  very  much  in  their  Pgwer 
to  be  in  a  much  more  eligible  one;  and  who  may 
if  they  pleafe,  by  a  proper  Decency  of  Beha' 
viourj-'engage  the  lafting  Refped  and  Affedion 
of  every  Youth,  who  owes  to  their  Juftnefs  of  Beha- 
viour, and  prudent  Management  a  valuable  Edu- 
cation ;;  fiich  Condud  would  leave  the  moft  Jafting 
jind  he  moft  agreeable  Imprefliotis  upon  ingenu- 
<!us  Minds ;  which  might  fhew  themfelves  in  a 
Th'oufand  after  Ads  of  Kindnefsand  Regard  ;  of 
Gratitude  and  Veneration ;  who  then  could  be  fo 
abandon'ii  as  to  prefer  the  being  hated  and  curfed 
as  a  Tyrant,  to  the  being  honoured  and  loved  as  a 
Father  ? 

Tho'  ■■  f  Arguments  drawn  from  the Confideration 
of  the  D;fadvantages  a  Mafter  brings  himfelf  un- 
der, by  his  undue  Behaviour  and  Severity  to  his 
Scholars?  may  be  witftout  Efficacy;  yet  certainly, 
thofc  enforced  by  the  more  weighty  Motive,  of 
fucli  a  Courfe  of  Management  being  not  only  vile 
in  its  own  Nature,  but  highly  prejudicial  and  de- 
ftrudive  to  Youth,  will  be  more  effedual  to  per- 
fuade  to  an  Alteration  in  favour  of  milder  Mea- 
fures  than  thofe  which  have  long  been  the  Ter- 
ror and  Bane  of  Youth;  and  the  Reproach  of 
many  of  our  Schools. 

The  Reformation  aimed  at,  and  fo  long 
and  fo  much  wifhed  for,  has  to  the  Honour 
of  one  of  our  publick  Schools,  taken  place 
for  feveral  Years  laft  paft,  to  the  no  fmall  Sa- 
tisfadion  of   Parents;    and  to   the  great  Benefit 
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^le  Children  in  general;  who  have  there  had  In- 
ftrudion  convey  d  to  them  by  defrrees,  fuited  to 
the  Capacity  of  each  ;  by  gentle  Ufage  been  made 
in  love  with  Learning;  and  by  kind  Treatment 
and  Perfuafion  rather  than  by  Aufterities  and 
Harfhnefs,  kept  to  a  Regularity  of  Behaviour, 
and  a  proper  Attention  to  their  Books ;  fo  that 
the  Youth  have  of  late  Years  been  fooner  and 
better  fitted  for  the  different  Stations  of  Life  they 
were  defigned  to  ad  in,  than  ever  they  were  known 
to  be,  duping  the  Time  a  much  greater  Severity  of 
Carriage  was  allow'd  of  towards  them. 

But  tho'  this  Extremity  of  Corredion,  as  very 
improper  for  Youth,  has  been  long  laid  afide,  there 
yet  have  fuch  fuitable  Punifliment  been  inftituted 
in  its  room,  that  he  muft  be  a  Lad  of  an  in- 
corrigible Temper,  and  of  a  very  difingenuous 
Difpofition  indeed,  who  will  not  be  more  effec- 
tually wrought  upon,  and  kept  to  his  Duty  bet- 
ter, by  thern,  than  by  being  hourly  expofed,  and 
lying  continually  under  the  Lalh  of  the  Rod  ; 
or  living  in  the  conftant  dread  of  both  the 
Shame  and  Pain  of  being  fo  dealt  by. 

And  as  this  Alteration  has  anfwered  fo  well, 
and  produced  fo  many,  and  fuch  valuable  Effeds 
in  one  School,  how  much,  Gentlemen,  were  ic  ta 
be  wi(h*d,  that  fo  good  an  Example  (hould  become 
univerfally  followed,  and  copy*d  after  through  the 
whole  Kingdom. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  objefted,  that  I  am  here 
prelfing  that  upon  fome  Gentlemen,  which,  how 
much  fbever  ic  may  be  in  their  Inclination,  they 
have  it  not  in  their  Power  to  come  into. 

The  Mafters  of  feveral  of  our  pubiick  Schools, 
are  ty*d  down  by  Rules  prefcribed  them  by  the 
Founders  of  thofe  Schools  ;  and  that  not  only  the 
Nature,  but  the  Degree  of  Punifhment  have  been 
afcertained  by  the  Laws  of  the  Foundation  ;  fo 
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that  they  are  obliged  to  whip  a  Boy,  and  give 
him  fo  many  Lalhes,  according  to  the  Omiffion 
or  Commiflion,  he  is  guilty  of,  purfuant  to  the 
exprels  Diredion  and  Will  of  the  Donor ;  which 
upon  his  being  put  into  his  Place  he  becomes  un- 
der Obligations,  to  be  ftriclly  obfervant  of. 

And  yet,  tho'  we  allow  this  to  be  the  Cale,  as  it 
moft  certainly  is,  I  fee  no  Difficulty  in  finding  out  an 
immediate  and  effedual  Remedy ;  for  tho'  it  may  not 
be  in  the  Mafler^s  Power  to  make  any  Alteration 
in  thefe  fcourging  Statutes,  yet  there  can  no  doubt 
be  made,  but  that  an  Alteration,  which  may  be 
judg'd  for  the  better ',  and  to  be  more  conducive 
for  anfwering  the  valuable  Purpofes  defigned  by 
the  Founders  of  thofe  inef^imable  Seminaries  of 
Literature  ;  I  fay,  t.ter^  is  no  queftion,  but  fuch 
a  Change  is  witnin  he  Peach  rf  uie  Governors 
orTruueesof  thofe 'Jharirir  •  ,,a  Dunaiionj.-  who 
are  lubfitute  b^'  the  D(  •  >rs,  to  manage  Kern 
i»  the'  lieads,  t:  ''hi.  beft  Advantates ;  and  that 
a.  <^y  uxui..  Kir  rally  have  done  ihemfehea,  cov\o 
rl  l>aveb-  n  living  VVitnefles  of  the  Inconvenien- 
aes  aj  ■  ni  irom  any  of  t'lfir  Imlitutions,  theie  may 
giv  '  d'tle^ent  Orders  to  thofe  at  firfl  laid  down 
for  fix'd  Rule  of  Behaviour  ;  and  it  is  leally 
'Sl'^t  er  of  no  fmall  Concern,  that  thofe  Gentle- 
men never  entered  into  a  more  &.ntt  Examina- 
tion and  more  thoiough  Confideration  of  this  Af- 
iair,  in  Schools  upon  publick  Foundations,  than 
v;e  have  ever  yet  been  wicnefs  to. 

Was  the  fliameful  fcandalous  Part  of  our  School 
Difcipline,  which  baulks  and  difpirits  Youth, 
cramps  the  Genius,  and  fo  terrifies  the  Mind  of 
[Multitudes  of  them,  as  to  render  them  lefs  ca- 
pable, than  they  otherwife  would  be,  of  attain- 
ing to  that  degree  of  Knowledge  and  Literature; 
which  by  fofter  Methods  they  might  be  led  to. 
1  fay,  was"  this  hurtful  injurious  Fan  of  Manage- 
'    '      '  "  -  ment 
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pient  but  once  to  receive  fucli  a  Check  as  this  from 
Perfons  of  fo  much  Worth  and  Difcernment  as 
thofe  Gentlemen  generally  are  of,  who  aft  in  the 
Truft  of  our  publick  Benefactions  of  this  fort, 
ive  (hould  undoubtedly  foon  fee  the  beneficial  In- 
fluence of  their  Behaviour,  by  a  Change  that  in  that 
of  every  School-mafter  in  the  Nation,  who  had  been 
aduated  by  a  wrong  Way  of  Thinking  before; 
and  through  falfe  Notions,  and  a  want  of  Judg- 
ment, had  made  the  hateful  Way  of  Horfing 
and  Flogging,  his  Manner  of  Punifiiment,  upon 
all  Occafions;  unlefs  he  was  wholly  iol^  to  all 
Rcg?rds  for  himfelf ;  and  neither  valued  IriieT'eft; 
or  Reputation. 

And  really,  Gentlemen,  I  cannot  but  believe 
that  was  it  to^be  determ "f^edj-by-  your  own  Num- 
ber, the  Votii  :iv.wQijl4  be  ju  faige  Majority  in 
fcaiv?  r'cmf,a:,C6rijjril  i3i:betec>  "fui'ted  to  trie  Aj^cs 
ansiiPifpofiqip.is  o^  Yo^riOj  and  tl\^  T  b:tnr£ip£tl;eir 
Faults:,  than ggnQpjjnio. illy  e^po.(5ijg^and,A3'iijng  nf 
tfiBcn,  and'^ia?:;.  feme  rimes  tOM,.\ver^}:s:scuc^.\,  .- 
tremjry.  fori'f.iJl^feSj  often  mere  Friis^^";  or' v.:^* 
the  Fault .  was  even  thpi  greateft  an^gniili-  nei^ 
nous  vvhich  is  cognizable  at  School.  ,,"';'    .j7*-c 

'Tis  with  fome  Pain  I  mention  it,  ancfc.?  tjj 
think  it  (hould  not  be  wholly  omitted  j  -Jdiat'jt 
would  not  be  fo  much  to  be  tvonder'd  at,  as  fome 
Perfons  feem  to  imagine,  if  we  had  heard  of 
more  than  we  have  of  Mifchief  done  by  young 
Gentlemen  who  look*d  upon  themfelves  to  be 
(hamefully  handled,  and  ufed  with  Barbarity  thvo' 
the  unjuftifiable  Severity  of  fome  morofe  Ma- 
tters; we  know  there  have  been  fome  young 
Gentlemen  of  Fire  and  Spirit,  who  were  Perfons 
of  the  ftrongeft  Refentments,  who  being  fearlefs 
themfelves,  would  not  ftick  at  the  moft  dcfpe- 
rate  Meafures,  if  it  was  no  otherwife  to  be  come 
at,  to  procure  Revenge ;    fo   that   it  is  rather  a 
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Surprize  than  not,  that  there  has  not  been  more 
Blood  drawn  upon  that  Account,  than  what  we 
have  come  to  the  Knowledge  of. 

Tho'  every  one  of  you.  Gentlemen,  may  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  to  be  well  able  to  judge  how 
beft  to  adapt  the  Punilhment  you  inflift,  to  the 
Nature  of  the  Offence,  and  the  D.ifpofition,  and 
Years  of  him  who  becomes  def^i  v  ■««'  J^  it  ,• 
yc  I  cannot  %rld  excufed  to  my^ej,  while  I 
a.     To  wholl-  laying  afide  the'R        '     ecially 

"*oh  Men  to  ^liejd 

.   v;nueavr'  oin 

vfean> 


►  y    nac  terrifvii.^- 
ev  '  ould  not  Aaemp  ,  but 

S.iDmrition  to  your  fuperior  Judgmencs. 

And  in  my  humble  Opinion,  when  Jveafoning 

id  Reproof  were  found  to  fail  ;  when  cool  Ar- 
r  ling  and  Perfuafion,  and  now  and  then  For- 
^rveneis  ;  when  little  Rewards  and  other  proper 
Fricouragements,  all  which  ought  to  be  try*d, 
!iad  not  the  dedred  Succefs,  Confinement  might 
be  allowed  to  take  Place ;  or  the  being  expos'd, 
and  put  to  Shame,  before  their  School- fellows ; 
or  kept  in  School  and  to  their  Books,  out  of 
School  Hours ;  and  a  Task  fet  them,  equal  to  the 
Fault  they  had  been  guilty  of  ^  a  pecuniary  Muid 
might  have  its  Effe^;  and  with  many  of  the 
younger  fort  the  Ferula  might  anfwer  better  than 
the  Birch. 

But  if  neither  of  thefe,  or  the  like  would  do, 
a  Youth  may  be  ufed  with  great  Difregard  by 
a  Mafter ;  oblig'd  to  perform  his  Exercifes  to  one 
of  his  School-fellows ;  and  behaved  to  as  un- 
worrhy  to  come  into  his  Mafter*s  Sight ;  and  if 
fuch  Ufage  as  this  did  not  bring  him  to  Repen- 
tance and  .Amendment,  if  he  became  Proof  againft 

fuch 
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fuch  Treatment  from  his  Mafter,  and  regardlefs 
of  the  Refentments  of  a  Father,  he  ought  to  be 
treated  as  one,  whom  no  Method  of  Corredion 
would  make  better.  Expelled  the  School,  and 
fent  home  ;  and  he  muft  be  a  hardned,  fordid, 
abandoned  Youth  indeed,  who  could  continue 
perverfe  ;  and  be  Proof  againft  fuch  engagintr 
ana  >    "^^  v.g-ways  taken  for  his  Reformation. 

Th    '  1  ^It  ft'OT  fome  few  of  the  many  Mer'-v]s 

of  dft.  -  r!->07ith  Youth,  which  »  'v,  ''be  incr^*  xed 

int>  \;m)  3G;  and  whichuV;-   ■•05t?n=  c;;';;  oio:."        i 

G.    ^:Jr  ni  33;;:,fi  ,\il  oi    r^'Sjulatetp  inoh-  I  ,•-  .^j^ 

^rrr^n:  am«»63  laoivi^fMla'Sadenfl  iBTjaa^  '»'r;(ift; 

Ln.T    ;  :TTf'.rnoirj'rr;t  gdO^ifterencfr'^iii  «d  b  -r;)v';- ».  ^^-d, 
iv-  >iwdV-^>jij:iiatifor^Learrimg'/  I  r»fi   f>?i.W, 

JuoatioipyoiA  have  the  Care  oi,  mll'ieaajfy 
inable^'T  iipxoperly  to  apply  thefe;  'ana  fup^ ' 
others,   of  the  like  Sort,    if    thefe  are  found  d- 
leftive  or   infufficient  to  anfwer  the  Purpoles'  '^f 
Inftruftion,    enforced  by  fuitable   Rewards  and 
Allurements. 

And  now.  Gentlemen,  it  would  certainly  be 
doing  great  Injuftice,  to  Perfons  of  your  liberal 
Education,  and  generous  way  of  Thinking,  not 
to  be  aflured,  that  in  general  you  yourfeives  look 
upon  fuch  a  Treatment  of  Youth,  as  I  have  been 
recommending,  infinitely  preferable  to  the  ufing  of 
them  like  Slaves,  and  keeping  them  in  everlafting 
fear  of  the  Whip  ;  you  can  undoutedly  furnilh 
yourfeives  with  a  thoufand  Inftances,  where  kind 
Ufage  and  Perfuafion  have  prevailed,  when  Forct.- 
would  have  been  ineffedual,  and  every  Attempt 
to  have  been  fevere,  deftrudive  ;  and  this  in  high  as 
well  as  low  Life  j  you  underftand  humane  Nature 
too  well,  not  to  know,  that  it  can  be  only  bafe 
and  vvorthlefs  Minds  whith  are  not  much  fooncr 
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to  be  prevailed  upon  by  good  Ufage  and  a  hu- 
mane generous  way  of  treating  them  ^  than  by 
unnatural  Severities,  and  having  continually  re- 
courfe  CO  difgraceful  Extremities. 

A  Perfon  intrufted  with  the  Education  of  a 
Y  uch,  ought  during  his  being  committed  to  his 
CnarQf't'^^to  confider  himfelf  as  fubftituted  in  his 
Fa^^-^'s  Piac'e^^  co  be  a  Parent  to  him;  and  he 
mwii  be  a  Brute  of  a  Father,  and  would  by  all 
Mankind  be  thought  fuch,  who  (hould  chaftize 
aiti  exp-^fe  his^Sofi  in  the  fhocking  manner,  many 
of  out  Youths  hive  been  ferved  at  School^  thro' 
the  VVeaknefs  of  a  Mafter;  and  the  prevalency  of 
an  i'-idecenr  Method   of  Correction. 

Common    Experience  -  mi^ht    convince  us,  that 
Punifhm^nts  in   the   Extream  often  make.  Yooith 
worfe  than  they  were  before  ;  and  feldom,  or  lievtc 
were  known  to  make   them  better  ;    if  moderate 
and  proper    Corredion,    with  gentler   Methods, 
won?:  do  ;'the  reverfe  is  very  unlikely  to  have  any 
Succels ;   give   me    leave    then.     Gentlemen,    the 
more  earneftly  to   plead   with  \ou,  to  make    the 
Efl'ay  ;    fuppofe  the    inuring   to   Pains  and   Pe- 
nalties, was  a  little  more  difcountenanc'd  by  you, 
than  it  has  been  '-,  what  if  you  try'd  the  Erfedt  of 
a  more  agreeable  Deportment,    and  ftudy'd,  fome" 
thing  more  than  many  of  your  Number  could   ever  be 
perfuaded   to     do,    to   render   Inftrudion    amiable 
and   taking  to  the  Minds  of   Youth ;  which  it  is 
naturally  impolTible,  it  ever  fhould  be,  whilft  they 
live  in  Terror,    and   you   live  both  dreaded  and 
haced  by  them  for    your    unfartherly    Slave- hke 
Punilhment  of  them : 

I  am  perfwaded,  Gentlemen,  that  fuch  an  Al- 
teration, as  this,  in  your  Oeconomy,  would  hav^e 
very  happy  Confequences,  and  could  not  poflibly 
be  accompanied  with  any  III  ones,  to  yourfelves  or 
to    thofe   under  your  Care;  the  Fear  of  being 

punilhed. 
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puniflned,  is  often,  always  I  might  fay,  more 
prevalent  with  ingenious  Minds,  then  the  being 
punifhed  would  prove  ;  and  we  have  feidom  found 
K  to  be  otherwife  with  Youth  of  the  lower  Clals 
of  Life;  who  neither  by  Example  or  Precept  have 
had  any  (hare  of  a  generous  Education,  but  have 
been  wholly  bred  to  the  Mechanical,  or  laboiirious 
parts  of  Life;  and  if  fuch  as  'hftit  are  e^iier 
wrought  upon,  and  fooner  broiighr^  ijV~>  a  rigl.t 
Behaviour,  and  to  amend  the  Mij|akes  they  may 
have  ftood  chargeable  with,  by  Ref  roof ;  and  a 
proper  Management  ,  which ;too^  much  Severity 
was  no  part  of,  how  naturally^  vould  it  then  be  for 
us  to  conclude,  that  thole  of  a  higher  Cli^ij, 
who  b?y„  thcv  libe^ral  Manner  of  their  Educatjpn 
have  fomaCny  Ways  the  Advantage  of  tiip  cK>her, 
might  as  readily,  at  leaft,  be  fwayed  and  led  into 
a  perfect  Compliance  with  a  Matter's  Will,  by 
the  Mildnefs  and  Gentlenefs  of  his  Conduft,  as 
by  an  ill-judg*d  Severity,  which  often  Ru'ns,as  has 
beenfaid,  thofe  it  was  intended  to  Reform. 

And  cerrainly  it  will  not  be  deny'd,  but  that  as 
acting  in  this  delirable  Manner,  would  be  ading^ 
n^.oie  like  Perfons  of  a  liberal  Education,  and 
more  like  Gentlemen  yourfelves  ;  fo  it  would  be 
treating  thofc  you  have  the  Guardianfhip  of,  in 
a  Gentleman-like  Way  ;  and  more  fuitable  to  their 
Birth  and  Expeftations  in  the  World,  than  by  any 
other  Method,  which  unhappily  has  been,  or  is 
in  ufe  among  us. 

Kindnefs  from  one  in  Authority  over  us,  efpeci- 
ally,  ftrikes  deep;  it  captivates  the  Aifedion,  and 
leaves  the  iirongeft  Li-ipreflions  on  the  Mind  ;  fuch 
a  Perfon  is,  at  once,  both  beloved  and  obeyed ; 
he  may  be  iure  to  meet  with  the  moll  ready  and 
chearlul  Compliance  with  his  Requerts  and  Com- 
mands ;  and  it  muft  be  both  pleating,  as  well  as 
giatelul  to  be    able  to   oblige  him  ;    a  Reproof 

from 
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from  fuch  a  Perfon,  or  the  Fear  of  his  Dlfpleafurc, 
would  have  greater  Weight,  and  be  of  better 
Effed,  than  all  that  Harllnnefs  and  Aufterity,  which 
not  only  prevents  the  Exercife  of  Authority 
from  taking  place,  as  it  otherwife  might  do,  to  the 
Advantage  of  fuch  as  'tis  exercifed  upon ;  but 
that  makes  it  prove  a  Bane,  which  might  othewife 
have  proved  a  Blefling  to  them. 

This  cannot,  I  think,  be  better  illuftrated  and 
recommended  to  general  Imitation,  than  by  a  pub- 
lick  and  a  juft  Reprefentation  of  the  Behaviour 
of  a  prefent  moft  worthy  Magiftrate  of  the  City 
of  London  ;  who  follows  the  Example  fet  him  by 
his  immediate  Predeceflbr  :  Both  thefe  Gentlemen 
have, by  thoufandof  Inftances,  made  it  evident,  that 
they  ftudy'd,  and  well  underftood  humane  Nature  j 
many  a  Young  Fellow,  who  is  at  prefent  a  Mafter  for 
himfelf,  and  in  Reputation  and  Credit  in  the  City 
of  Londonj  owes  to  thofe  Gentlemens  diflike  of  all 
Severities;  and  their  firm  Perfuafion,that  mild  Mea- 
fures  do  much  the  moft  good ;  and  are  almoft  with- 
out Exception,  the  moft  effeftual  to  produce  Re- 
formation in  a  Youth,  that  they  ferved  out  their 
Times  ;  are  now  able  to  live  in  the  World ;  and 
that  they  efcaped  a  Degree  of  Punifhment,  which 
might  have  made  them  indifferent  to  their  own 
Charaders,  hardened  to  further  Obftinacy  and 
Difobcdience^  brought  a  lafting  Reproach  upon 
them,  and  pehaps,  have  been  the  Means  of  their 
utter   undoing  : 

The  Example  fet  you  by  this  worthy  Ma- 
giftrate, is  unqueftionable.  Gentlemen,  fuch  as 
well  deferves  your  thorough  and  mature  Confidera- 
tion  ;  'tis  fuch  as  I  apprehend,  you  may,  if  you 
pieafe,  draw  many  Inferences  from,  which  may  be 
of  finguKir  Service  to  you,  by  a  right  Application 
of  them  to  yourfelves  ;  and  a  proper  Uie  of  them 
in  your  future  Conduct*  Wlfen 


When  a  Matter  brings  an  unruly  Lad  before 
this  City  Macjiftrate,  he  hears  his  Complaint,  and 
what  the  Perfon  accufed  has  to  alledge  in  Mitiga- 
tion of  the  Charge  againft  him,  with  great  Calm- 
nefs  and  Moderation  ;  and  with  a  fatherly  Tender- 
nefs  determines  between  them  ;  the  Merit  of  the 
Cafe  is  his  only  Guide,  without  being  influenced  to 
any  Severity  by  the  heated  Exclaimings  or  palllo- 
n-.ue  ExpreHions  of  an  angry  refentful  Mafter  : 
I'hus  he  is  always  fure  to  be  on  the  merciful  bide  of 
the  QiieRion  ,•  and  never  fails  to  take  great  Pains  to 
periuade  to  Inch  a  Behaviour  towards  an  offending 
Servant,  as  may  do  them  mod  good  ;  confonant  to 
to  the  beneficient  Sentiments  of  his  own  forgiving 
Breaft. 

He  never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  believe 
that  hard  Ufage,  and  much  lefs,  that  the  utmoft 
Rigour  in  a  Matter's  Power  to  (hew,  ever  made 
a  bad  Servant  better,  but  rather  worfe  ;  and 
therefore  he  has  been  ever  againft  the  fending 
an  Apprentice  to  Bridewell^  tho*  he  has,  times 
without  Number,  been  prefled  to  it  by  their  ex- 
afperated  Mailers  ,•  but  has  often  been  heard  to 
declare,  that  this  was  a  Punifhmenc  which  ought 
never  to  be  had  recourfe  to,  but  when  all  others 
had  been  tried  in  vain,  and  there  was  an  un- 
avoidable NeceiTity  for  it;  for  that  he  had  known 
it  make  many  prove  worfe;  but  that  he  Icarcely 
ever  knew  one  come  to  be  good  for  any  thing 
afterwards. 

This  wile  Magittrate  has  found  by  a  long 
and  a  valuable  Experience,  that  making  Yourh 
fenfible,  is  at  the  lame  time,  making  them  a- 
Iham'd  of  their  Faults  ;  that  proper  Reproof, 
and,  if  need  be,  moderately  chattiiing  of  them, 
or  threatening  of  them  with  Chaflifement,  have 
always  had  a   much  better  Eftefc^,  and  have  fooner 
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brouglit  them   to  corred  their  Miftakes,  and  a 
right  Difcharge  of  their  Duty,  than  a  more  fe- 
vere  manner  of  dealing  with  them  was  ever  known 
to  do  ;    and  efpecially,   than  the  giving  into  the 
too  ftrong  Refentmenrs  of  furious  paffionate  Ma- 
ilers, and  the  fending  them  at  once,  to  a  Houic 
of  Corredion  could  ever  be  expeded   to  do ;    he 
has  heard  and  known   of  fo  many  undone,    w/m) 
7night  have  made  good  Men,    had  they  been  ufed  with 
a  little  Forbearance y    by   being    fent   to   Bridewell, 
where,  having  once  been  grofly  exposed,    and  in- 
famoufly  punifh'd,  they  are  too  apt  to  give  up  all 
Pretences  to  Reputation,  and  looking  upon  them- 
felves  to  have  been  treated  upon  a   Footing  with 
Vagabonds  and  Thieves,  become  wholly  regard  lefs 
how    they   behave,     and     are    fuch     themfelves, 
perhaps   afterwards  :      Such     as    thefe,     /  Jay, 
have  been  the    fad  Effeds  of  Rigour  and  Seve- 
rity to  Youth,    that  neither  the   prefent  worthy 
Magiftrate,    nor     his     Predeceflor,     would    ever 
come  in  to   the  committing   of  them   to   publick 
Correftion,  till  the  more  mild,  and  the  more  ra- 
tional Ways  of  reducing  a  culpable,  or  an  unruly 
Lad  to  Reafon,  had  been  tried  upon  him  in  pri- 
vate '-,  unlefs  what  he  had  been  guilry  of,   was  of 
that  notorious  Nature,  that  they  could  not  ftand 
juftify'd  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  in  doing  any 
thing  elfc  with  him. 

And  it  has  been  wholly  owing  to  fuch  Manage- 
ment as  this  i  to  a  Tendernefs  for  giddy  unthink- 
ing Youth ;  to  the  wife,  judicious  Direftions 
ot  thcfe  difcerning  Perfons,  that  many  Ap- 
prentices, in  the  City  of  London,  have  been  pre- 
ferved  from  being  undone,  and  utterly  JuinM,  by 
the  PafTion  and  Folly  of  Maders  ;  many  are  now 
in  creditable  flourilhing  Circumftances ;  valuable  in 
Society,  and  ufeful  Members  of  the  Communi- 
ty, 
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ty,  who  might  have  been  wholly  loft  to  the  World, 
and  never  come  to  any  thing,  except  to  Want,  and 
Shame,  and  the  Gallows,  as  hinted  before,  had 
they  not  been  preferved  thus,  from  both  an  ig- 
nominious Place  and  Punifhment,  which  they  might 
never  have  got  the  better  of,-  but  continued  a 
Baulk  to  their  Induftry,  the  Damp  to  all  their 
Hopes  of  regaining  a  Reputation,  and  made  Mat- 
ter of  Reproach  to  them  as  long  as  they  liv'd. 

Now  give  me  leave.  Gentlemen,  to  fay,  That// 

thefe  'Thingi  are  fo^ and  they  really  are  fo  now, 

and  have  been  formerly  fuch,  there  is  not  any 
thing  better  could  be  recommended  to  you  for 
Imitation  than,  — —  to  go  and  do  likewife. 

And  there   appears  to   me  to  be  many    very 
ftrong  Inducements,  and,  I  was  going  to  fay,  fome 
unanfwerable  Reafons  for  your  being  influenced  to 
a  Parity  of  Behaviour,  to  that  which   has  prov*d 
fo  highly  beneficial;  and  been  fo  univerfally ap- 
proved, and  much  to  the  Honour  of  a  Gentleman  in 
a  Station,  which,  as  to  the  Part  I  hive  particu- 
larly touched  upon,   bears  no  fmall  Refemblance 
to    chat  which    you    ad    in.      This    Gentleman 
has    not   indeed    the     immediate   Infpection    of 
thefe  Youths,   or   the    Care  of  their  Inftrudion  ; 
inic  he  has  the  Diredion  of,    and  Authority  over 
thoie    who    have,    as    the   Guardians    of  them  ;  ^ 
and     as    you.    Gentlemen,     are,    and     certainly  j 
ought   to  look  upon  your  felves  to  be  the  Guar-  1 
dians  of  all  thofe  committed  to  your  Charge,  ia 
a  rtrider  Senie,  it  leems  to  be  the  more  ablolutely    ' 
incumbent  upon  you  to  follow  the  moft  worthy  Ex-   ^ 
amples  in  every  Part  of  your  Conduct ;  thofe  efpeci- 
ally  which  have  been  thoroughly  try*d,  nnd  found  ro 
aniwer  bell: ",    if  you  would  difcharge  your  D;:  y, 
as  you  ou^ht  to  difcharge  ic,  —  moil:  to  the  Ad- 
vantage  of  rhofe  whofe  Educa:ion    you    are   en- 
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trufted  with  ;  and  of  coune,  in  a  manner  which 
may  give  the  moft  Satisfaftion  to,  and  at  the  lame 
Time  anfwer  fuUeft  the  Expeftations  of  their  Pa- 
rents, their  natural  Guardians ;  who  for  the  va- 
luable Confideration  of  their  Improvement,  have 
been  prevailed  upon  for  a  Time,  to  relign  their 
right  to  you ;  and  conftituted  you  to  be  Fathers  in 
their  ftead. 

Can  you  then  imagine,  Gentlemen,  for,  as  be- 
fore, I  defire  to  appeal  to  yourfclves,  that  there  is 
a  Father,  or  a  Parent  in  Great-Britain,  who  de- 
ferves  the  Name  of  either,  who  would  not  gladly 
make  ufe  of  thofe  Means,  which  (hould  be  known 
to  have  been  of  moft  Service  to  Youth,  in  general, 
as  what  he  would  hope  (hould  equally  contribute 
to  the  good  of  his  own  Child.  And  is  it  not 
the  School-mafter's  Duty,  and  which,  if  he  is  an 
honeft  Man,  he  will  always  think  to  be  his 
Duty,  to  do  the  fame  ?  Kow  much  ought  it 
therefore,  for  the  fake  of  your  own  Charac- 
ters, at  leaft,  be  prefled  upon  you,  to  make 
the  Experiment?  Do  but  try  how  much  more 
prevalent,  and  of  confequence  how  much  more 
preferable,  foftning,  proves  to  Severity ;  and 
I  am  perfuaded  that  you'd  not  only  become  in 
love  with  tiie  former ;  but  treat  any  Man,  who 
fhould  be  fo  unhappy  as  to  differ  from  your 
Sentiments,  with  great  Negled  and  Diftafte. 

It  would  be  an  AftVont  to  your  Underftand*?' 
ings  to  think  otherwife  of  you,  as  it  would  be 
inconfiftent  with  common  Senfe  to  believe,  that  a 
Boy  who  never  had  any  Advantages  of  Education, 
nor  any  Helps  to  form  and  cultivate  his  Mind,  be- 
yond what  a  common  Parifli  School  could  afford 
him,  (bould  be  won  by  Kindnefs  and  GtHod-nature, 
and  even  when  he  has  fcarcely  got  the  better  of  natu- 
ral Brutality,    to  a    thorough  Compliance    with 

his 
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his  Duty  and  his  Matter's  Will,  inflead  of  flying 
out,  and  running  into  Extravagancies,  and  difl'o- 
lutenefs  of  Manners,  as  has  too  often  been  theCafe, 
when  a  Mafter  has  been  deftitute  of  good  Nature, 
and  that  one,  who  has  had  a  thoufand  Advantages 
of  others  ;  a  Youth  of  Superior  Birth,  or  Young 
Gentlemen,  who  has  been  brought  up  in  a  ftill  more 
Handfome  and  Gentleman-like  Manner,  and  thro' 
the  Inftruftion,  Example,  and  Converfation  of 
of  their  Parents,  have  had  every  Principle  inilili'd 
into  them,  which  might  foften,  and  fweeten  rheir 
Tempers,  difpofe  them  to  the  deep  Impreffions, 
from  gentle  Methods,  and  the  fooching  Arts  of 
Perfuafion,  could  not  be  fo  managed  and  behav'd 
to,  as  that  the  hke  fartherly  Treatment,  which 
prevailed  with  them,  to  every  valuable  Attainment 
when  at  Home,  fhould  ftrike  them  as  ftronj^,  and 
have  the  fame  good  Effedc  upon  them,  when  ac 
School. 

But  this.  Gentlemen ,  is  a  Point  I  (hall  at  pre- 
fent,  wholly  leave  to  your  Determination  ;  wifhing 
at  the  fame  Time,  that  it  may  become  a  Matter 
of  more  ferious  Confideration  to  fome  of  your 
Number,  than  their  Condud  gives  any  room  to 
believe,  much  lefs  affirm,  that  it  ever  has  been. 

And  once  again  allow  me  to  affure  you.  Gen- 
tlemen, that  there  is  not  a  Word  faid  here,  with 
a  Defign  to  expofe  any  Man,  or  body  of  Men 
living  ;  my  only  View  having  been,  to  plead  for  V 
a  more  agreeable  Ufage  of  Youth  ;  who  are  put  ', 
into  your  Power,  to  be  bred  Gentlemen  and  Scho- 
lars ;  and  not  to  be  ufed  like  Slaves;  and  if  I  may 
hereby  be  able  to  put  thofe  upon  a  Regulation 
of  their  Condud,  who  fecm  to  have  been  of  an 
other  Opinion,  I  (liall  fully  anfwer  my  Intention 
which  I  hope  at  leaft  was  an  honeft  Intention  and 
fnail  not  doubt  of  meeting  the  Approbation,  of  all 

thofe 
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thofe  who  may  receive  the  Benefit  of  fuch  a  Change 
in  Favour  of  both  Body  and  Mind  :      . 


/  am. 

Gentlemen, 

With  great  RefpeB, 

Winchejier^  May 
29,  i74i- 

Tour ,  mofl  Obedient , 

humhtg  Servant* 

c.  W. 
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